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eatrance located in deautiful Fig Cardes resideotial area, 15 has besn newly

patnted and 1is well kept.

¥. J. Jesoings vas the contractor who built the clubbouse in 1926
me-halfl acre of land gives by J. C. Forkner. This plece of land vas desipnated
Ao & 139 according to the sap of Foriner~Ciffen Suddivision %o, | and
recorded Iin the Cowmty Recorder's Office Septecher 16, 1918, A grant deed
for Lot 159 was given by Mr. Yorkner 1o the F.G.N.C, Decesber 13, 1957.
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12 Condition: Esoetlent X _Good ____ Foir ___ Deserigreted ____ No longer in aximence
o4 Abuaruebamic See No. 19
L =% mm-tnulmb Open land ___ Scattersd bulidings ____ Denssly buittep
~ Rovdertial X ndvenried ____ Commengial ______ Other;
18 Tt towm: Neovw hoownl  Privete dewslopment . Zosing _____ Viendelies
Pubiic Works project Other:
17, Mowwuenes:  On it originel site? 122 Moved? Untnomn)
18 Metered footwres: landscaned Lo (rooc sed side patio, 014 escalyptus & karch trees.
SIGNIFICANCT
10 Briefy sate hwmorcal andlor architectural importance (Inchede dates, Svanta, and Sernons sodi sted with B ¥is)
March 1921 - Organiazed
May 1921 =~ Federated
1936 - General Federation
April 29, 1948 « Incorperated
1926 - Clubhouse bullt by W. J, Jennings, coatractor
1928 « Club asked people on Van Ness Blwd to light 10 trees &
Mrs. Clarice Roderts was the first chairsen for the beginnisg of
Christsas Tree Lane
1942-4) - Clubhouse opened as a tesporary U.5.0. for Casp Pinedale. Also
used an & chapel
194849 « New kitchen duilt, Clubbouse removated, telephoos fnstalled
195253 = F.G.W.C, purchased Lot 160 south of clubhouse for parking ares
~ 1953-54 = Parking lot paved
1957 - Decesber 13 J. C. Forkner gave the deed of Lot 159 (% acre) teo clubhouse
1979 - New addition built known as the “Gardes Room" ;
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March 1921 a group of 13 vomen met in the home of Mrs. J. C. Crossce
te organize. The next weeting was held at the Bullard Elementary school
and Mrs. C. €. Coleman was elocted first president. Purpose of the
organization shall be "selfl isprovesent and social and civic bettersent of
our comsunity, state and natlion™,

Our motte is “Nome and Commenity™. -

All events vhere money (s collected shall be used for mormal expenses
of club, bulldisg fund and charities.

Mesbers worked to raise clubbouse funds.

Mrs. Nelsom Rysan was elected presideat in 1925 and plans for &
clobhouse began. J. C. Forkmer and Carl Lindsay each donated $500 and
other ssaller asounts were sehecribed. Materials were donated by
sesbers., Membors dovised many projects to raise money and also loased
their money. Debt for bulldisg was paid in 193536 by mesbers, and the
soney lossed wvas pald back to sembers in 1936,

Mesbership is limited to 250,

Non-sesbers are not allowed to wse clubhouse or hold seetings.

Clarice Roberts becase a msesber In 192) and is still active in the
clud as hosorary bdoard sesber.

Dorothy DeReser, dawghter of the first presideat is also aa active
senber .

Mre. J. C, Yorkner is an dooorsry mesber.

Fig Carden Woman's Club celebrates 65 years March 1584,
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March 13, 1986
/ /Co. Planning

- Date:
To:
From:

Subyect:

The attached spplication has
Commission for additiom to the Cosaty
the application and return the Commants

/_/ %o comment.

of

Inter Office Memo

/ JCity Plamaing /4/Co. Resources & Deyelopment

//Co. Community Development Ac/Co. Public Morks IJ_.%&‘ /{,‘,‘?
Joha K. Kallenberg, Secretary - Historical Lendsarks & Records Commission
Aoplication for Placesent on County List of Kistoric Places

Site: FIGC CASDEN WOMAN'S CLUB

been smade to the Mistorical Landmarks & Records
List of Mistoric Places.
to my office by APRIL &, 1986

Please comment oOn

d

/_J %o factors affecting historfc status, but the following needs actioa:

Factors affecting historfc status are listed here:

e ol foee /ﬂjzd‘f- g loobriate oo
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Please retern to:
Joha K. Kallenderg, Secretary

Mistorical Landmpris &

ords Coemission

2420 Mariposa 3tre¢t

Fresno,
Stop #47

u2

ph: 4£28.3185
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~ Date: March 13, 1986
Co. Plasaing / JCity Planaing /_/Co. Resources L Development
Yo: Co. Community lopment /_/Co. Public Works /_/

From: John K. Kallesberg, Secretary - Mistorical Landmarks & Records Commissicn

Subject:  Application for Placeseat on Cownty List of Historic Places
Site: FIC CASDEN WOMAN'S CLUB

The attached application has been mmade to the Historical Landmarks & Records
Commission for addition to the Cousty List of Mistoric Places. Please comsent on
the application and return the commeats to Ay of fice by APRIL 4, 1986 o

Mo comment.
/_/ %o factors affecting historic status, but the following needs action:

/_J Factors affecting historic states are 1isted here:

Please return to:

Joha K. Kalleaderg, Secretary
Historical Lasdmercs & ords Coemission

2420 Variposa Street
fresmo, CA 9321

Stop #47
ph: 4&g3-318%
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JOHNYEDWARDPOWELL

May 9, 1986

Ma, Lowise 2. Britten

¥Pig Carden Voman's Club

4550 Noxrth Van ¥ess Boulavard
Fresao, CA 93704

Dear Mo, Beittem

As a mesber of the Tresno Cowmty Historical Landsarks & Records AMvisory
Commission, 1 have received a copy of your spplication nominating the
historie Pig Carden Woman's Club for Landmark status.

Yor the past nine years, I have as #a architesturel historian documented
nearly & hundred of the more prominest vesidential structures in the 014
Yig Garden area, as & part of wy vesesarch for & dook [ am writisg on
Central San Josquin Valley Architecture: 18851947, Your clubdouse is
among thoss sites I have iadexed.

Eaclosed are two clipploge from my files vhich you may wieh to #dd to
your nominet ion peckage. They are:

Anotysous, "Club Bowse Plan Tavored: Residents of Figarden Raise
$3,400,00%, MORNING REPUSLICAN (Velume LIVII, Mo, 92),
April 2, m;. P ;. [traest J. Kump, Architect]

ey Anoaymeus, "Vomen's Clud of Fig Garden in New Nome: Spasish Type
Building Completed at Cost of $10,000,00" TEL FRESNO MOANING
REMUBLICAN (Volowe LXIX, No. 49), Febreary 18, 1926, p. 0.

It s of singular importasce that Ernest J. Kump, Sr, is idemtified ae
the architect., This fact grestly stresgihens your claim for the
blstorical stetws of the duilding, since Mr. Kump vas oce of the most
taleated classically-trained architects to practice in the valley, and
the father of Ernest Kump, Jr., vho designed Fresno's (nternationally
scclaimed City Mall., Mach of the senior Kump's work has Seen destroyed,
saking & serviving dellding sech as yours all the sere importast .

I hope this iaformation will be of wse to you. Plemse accept =y
appreclacion for your effort to preserve our architectural hecitage.

- cer Mo, Lisda Goff w

124 East Cambeidge Avenue
Frono, Calfornia
CAR ]
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E{ndn’§;Clubhouse L“B H““SE ‘
eeeazs| NINAIED

i
ﬂ—n Residents Of Figarden
TR . > W Raise $3,400

/
FIGARDEN, April 1.—Plans for the
mcuoeol-dubhomtotmomot
Figarden Woman's club were

ter to the Figarden

by the Ernest J. Rump company and
W, F, Jennings acted os contractor
adviser for the <lud.
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File ¥o. 6653
June 24, 198&

Agenda ltem

County of

DATE: June 24, 1986
To: Board of Swpervisors
FROM: Historical Landmarks & Records Advisory Ca-usiony

SUBJECT : Mistoric Designation

C NDAT JON:

1. That your Board place the Hume Lake Dam, Jocated 1n the Sequotfa Natiena)
Forest, on the County's List of Mistoric Places as site #155,

2. That your Soard place the Fig Garden Woman's Club Clubhouse on the
County's List of Mistoric Places as site #1856,

DISCUSTION;

The Wistorical Landsarks & Records Advisory Commission Bas reviewed and
Fproved Both of the spplications for placemmat on the County 1ist. The Mume
Lake Dam is owned by the United States Forest Service, which swports this
somination, and 15 located In the Sequota Natfona)l Forest, Hume Lake
District. The dam was Bullt In 1908 and was completed 1n 114 working days.

~ When the dam was bullt 1t was the world's first reiaforced coscrete myltiple
arch dam bullt on bedrock foundations. This method of construction minisized
the need for expensive concrete and special reinforcing, and represents an
fmportant historical econtmic development,

Mominated by the Fig Gardes Woman's Club, the clubhouse is 2 cme story
hﬂdln' with a colonfal type entrance located inm the Fig Garden residential
ared. It was desigoeed x architect Ernest Kump, and 1t was buflt in 1926 by
¥ J. Jennings on 2 alf acre Jot demated by J. C. Forkmer.

OTHER AGENCY INVOLVEMENT:

The Fresnmo County of fices of Pudlic Works & Development Services, City of
Fresno Plaming riment, and the Sequota National Forest were consulted and
sone responded with nmegative comcerns.

ADMINSTRATIVE OFFICE REVIEW
BOARD ACTION DATE __$/34/86

==

unaNous XX anoren LEVY e MANACHER

CONRAD ___ KOLIGIAN
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VINTAGE
FRESNO

Pictorial Recollections of a
Western City

By EDWIN M. EATON
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Forkner's Fig Gardens

J. €. Foshner, founder of Framo's Fig
Gardens

Fondaan rractony bevel the land for A

§ MORE AND VMOLE SEW REMPENTIAL tracts are swidi
vided on Fraanos novthern btocden, the g tree
popeiation in the area » weadily decteaung The

noted twelve thossand acres of by plansed by one man are
bonong vy of thest trees and gaimeng houses

In the early davs much of the land sorth of Frano be
rween the city aad the San Joagquin River was gonerally
comidered to be dlmost worthleon for agtouine perpose
b was tolling hogwalios land wundetiain wih Sardpan
varving in depeh from three or fowt feet 10 sulcropgengs on
the very warface In most places the depeh of the sul aberve
the hardgan layer wan 8ot enowgh 10 Jwppost fruil Droes oF
vines, and the hogwallows made Imgaton almost impos
sible. Dry farming with grain was atout the enly sgriowl
tural use that was atsempted. The scarciry and uncertanty
of rain made soch larming very peecariom. One matured
crop of grain owt of three or four plassed s ¢ ridered 2
T average

Is 1910 a tall young man (rom Kansm, experienced n
colonlzation i Kamn, Oklboms, Texas and Sowthern
Califorsés. came from Los Angeles 1o Jook over the possl
bilities i the San Joaquin Valley. Finding six thowsand
scers noeth of Fresno snder one owsenship, he wan faves.
ably impermed wiih it in spite of its hardpan and hogwal
lows. Freamo, be perceived, was clearly destined 1o be the
Valley's Jeading city. Small orchards or vieeyinds nearby
muld mpport thousands of renal Gmilies who would bave
the advantages which 3 growiag mevropoln affords. And w0
it came 10 gam that J. C Forlner, the Kanun from Los
\ngriey, obuained from che Bullard Company 3 cnc year
option to putchine six thousand scres ol the duliom land
which mont of the “nacives” callled “outhaw Sand. ™




During the year that his option ran, Forkner wan 3 busy
man, making soil sests for qualicy and depeh of soil. By
drilling theowgh the hardpan in varkous portioss of the
Neallard tands, he danconered that it vared in thicknew from
2 few inches 1o several feet. Beneath the hardpan he fowad
grea depths of Tk sandy wil Abone it the soel wan heavy
«lay capadide of producing almos any crop. provaded the sol
wan deep enough and could be irngated To be cconom.
ically irrigased the hogwallow land maw be levelled If that
was feawstide. there sill remained the problem of the shallow
woil above the hardpam. To solve thae problem Forkner hit
upon the ides of blasting a bole thecugh the hardgan
that tree Toons could go through o the deep soil beneah.
Saxch 3 hole also provided drainage for the irrigation water.
For gragevines, which are ussally planted ten or twelve
feet apart, the cost of blasting for each vise would be pro-
hibigive; but for wees planced thirty feet apart, the com
mighs be puntifiable.

In the coune of hin sudies, Forbnes lound w other jasts
of the world that g troes did well in similar sodl and were
capable of yurviving under unfaveeable condicions. From
many asgles he began 10 favor G for bia optioned lund.

Net loag before. Professor Edward | Wickaon of the
Univensiey of California had poblished a book on hortcul-
ture, which included a chapeer on figs. Forkner went 1o
Berkeley and called on Professor Wickson In the course of
their comveration, when the profeuor learmed thas his vis-
sor had come from Frowmo, be seggested that he retur at
ance and Jook up either George C. Roeding or Hemry Mar-
Larian, from whom Wickwon had obtained most of his infor.
mation foe the fig chapaer.

Mmmundnl‘mo-lold-lkwq“u-»
Larian, whose home on Blacksione Avenue wan surrounded
by 160 acres of S bounded by Shiclkds, Blackwone, Dakota
and Fresno Avenves. This is the land bought in 1953 by the
Seate of California for 3 new campun for Frewso Sute Col-
lege. Laser in was decsded thas chis site wan not large encugh,
20 it wan vesodd. Im 1951 the Ag trees were 1o out, the land
was whdivided m Manchester Park and more than 373
homes were built and occupied. Mancheser Center, with it
great varsety of stotes. now accupes the sowthwest corner of
ihe former Markarian fig cechasd.

Gening back 1w figs and the yrar 1910, | C Forkner was
wo impreved with Henry Markarian's backgrownd of ip
both here and in M sative land. that he put him on his
goyroll s comsuluant on 3 monthly recainer basis. Togeher

£



Nenry Ford drove ¢ “Tw Lizny™ coupe from Lo
Angeies 10 mupect Forkaer s (acior spessiions

the two men woured the comst states, visting almost every
wpot where Sy were bnown 1o be grown

Oddly encegh, many Frane vineyards had Sordeny of
Sg trees which grew luswrantly but rarcly sacsred 2 mar
Lesable crop. The lase M. F. Tarpey, patts of whose
harve been subdivided as Tarpey Village, Bad sach kg bor
ders which prodeced abuadant crops chat wated and
Aropped fevm the trees before ripening, Tarpey sad Forlaer
would be out of My mind to conuder planting Rarge acre
apes of S Markarian claimed that the sourmg of the Y
was camed by irvigatiog 1he vineyasd a1 about (he tame the
figs were ripening The waies [vnn.'nn‘. the sem of twehe
feet of sandy sodl Bus was wopped by the underlying clay or
hatdpan. This water on the 1000 preventod proper Fipen
ing of the Ay, Forkner's solution 10 this proddem was 10
blawt theough the hardpan o prevent the water from wand
ing and 1o allow the roots 8o reach e decper sonl below
the shallon hardpan

In due time Forkner exercised his option om the Bullard
six Dhossand acres and began the herculean tak of peepar
g the land for fige Tracton were then i their carly stage
of development. No huge land levelling machines wch m
we soe today were avadlable in 1912 Forkner sarted with
six-horse teams and Fresno scrapen to drag down the hog
wallows and Sevel the land for larigacion. Later he bough
2 hundred Fordeon tractons and had wmall wrapers made
for avanchment 1o the teaciors. Heney Ford made & special
trip 10 Fresno 00 we this unique wse of M tracsom Afier
the kevelling was finished the hardpan was drilled and Slast
od overy thizty feet. Finally the fig trees wese planted




In the meantime, while these preparation were going on
e officers and divextony of the Fresno County Chamber of
Commerce were growiag encasy. Could they with Clear
conschences wand idly by and permit this wacserbeained
promoser from Lon Angeles o wll wotthless hardpaa liad
30 our unsespecting public? 1y pasted 3 Tesodwtion coB
demning the project and warned Forkner agains market
ing the laod

Forknet s anvwer 30 the Chamber of Commerce was 3 fall
page advertement in 3 Frowme newsgager, oficring a e
ward of $1.,000 80 Ay MaN, woOman of child who could peove
that 2 single acre of Ballard Lands was free from hasdpun
Irsaead of trying 1o conceal the prosence of hardpus, the
Chamber awemed he would do, Forkner made a vartee ol
it He daimed that alier the hasdpan wis blasted for each
tree. the 1oots had accem 10 almost limithen sotl beneath the
hardgun To ol muention to the hardpan, he built walls ol
b an well a8 wanting sations Sor the electnc car T which
he wscreeded (8 having extended 10 the San Joagquin River
theough his g eechards

Oner 3 period of severald yean Foriner planted and pokd
over 12000 xres of gy mostly m parcel ol 19 %0 o ares
T he acreage nearest Fresoo was sabdivided o reudentog
scre and hallacre lots with hg treen on the rear portonm
Through the yean and entil the present fime sy fine
hones have been and are being banlt in the Fig Gardens

recognited as one of Frowno s finew residential areas

Young Forkner g dvevs ave pen & dnmk



Through the center of his g orchards Forhner lakd out
and planced an eight mile boulevard (known s Van Nes
Boulevard) one hundred twenty bve feet in width, boedered
by ewcalvptus, oleanders and codrus deodarm. At each
Cheistimas season 3 two mile portion of Van New Boulevard
hecomes “Chrismas Tree Lane™ and astracts visisons from
all parts of the nation. The boedering evergreen deodar are
sreng with thowsands of colored eleairic laghts Ia addivon
exch home facing the boslevard presents some appropriaie
Cheistmas theme o = bedecked with lighu

Even (I Freso expands 10 2 10 embeace all of the Fork
et Fig Gardens, the ornamental trees oo Van New Bosle
vard will sand 2 3 monument 0 | C. Forkner, whose v
shon and costage made froitful e thoasands of acres which
many of us thought were worthlen

An eanls waew of Von New Posievard '




Kump moved 1o Bakersfield In 1910 There he compieted Ns apprenticashic

unmmdmuwumum He
wmm»mmmmummmum-
1914, specialrrg in schodl archiectre.
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PG GARDEN WOMAN'S CLUS
1"n
CONTREBUTIONS

Crafes Jooogeal Garders of Frewrwo
Crarrwd 18
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Fosare At Museum
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Fronre Maorcal Socwety
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Srra Opers Company
SP CA Mimal Shaler
Toy Oramt
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Orparvond Magh, 1800
Facwrstod Mgy, 000
Doy Fadermon, 1008
Poopormed. Aget 2% 18
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watan of Onr Cay

SLO0AN
1o~ o Cammesrity

CLUD COLORS
Gosnr and Wi

Telaphone 22655
Mading Address P O Box 3012
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CLUBHOUSE OF FIC CARDEN WOMAN'S CLUB

Fresso County

California Point of Historfcal Interest
prepared by

Valerie D. Comegys

Fig Carden Voman's Cled

1566 Vast Brovalag Avenue
Fresno, California 93711,
209 439 40

Feb., 28, 1994,

STATE SESATE DISTRICT: I&th Distreict
NAME OF SESATOR Ken Maddy
STATE ASSEMBLY DISTRICT: 29¢th Districe

SAME OF STATE ASSEMBLY MEMBER: Bill Jomes
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Zuss ard Frangiin, consitracted by the Frasklin and auap Comatructicm

Coszany. Fostvar housing has seen the area filled Tor the 308t jart wita

tradizional Californin Ranch-type homes of a very high calilre, sany

“utlt eof adobe.

“une landscaping ¢f the ares i3 alsc unique, and, with the arciizectural
ptysing and ase of the hosesa, fors=s a serene, elegunt residential area
07 urueunl chars and diznity. Sorace Cotton, Sas Francisce lazdscape
arcritect vho wvas pudlished during his career, developed the cverall
Pig jarden landscaping, insuring the arboretua quality of the area.
(Zxnivit &) Soze of the most significant gardens were designed by Thosas
Chures of Zan Francisco, considered %o De the dean of podern landscaping
architecture as a profession. (Sxhitit 5) “Teomy™ Church wvas a catalyst

for athers to Se iavelved in quality lasdscaping and is kuowar the land-

gcape architect for the U.C. Samta Craz caspus as vell as the garcens
¢? 2he Sunset MYagazine coaplex.

Throush the development of a coaputer 4ata base of the area, tased on
infrroatics gained shrough the use of the questiczsalire designed jointly
ty John Povell, resident architectural historian, and the CIF coz=ittee,
and adherines % AJJ.A. (Aserican Imatitute cf Architects) guidelines,
including such inforsatios as the age of the homes, their architestural

ptyles, landsosse architecture, and >ther uniguely imteresiing isforsation
szarding the properties, and with the expertise and dedicatec asscoiation

“f Jokn Powell ss well as the high interest asd fimancial assistance of
the Fiz Oarden Fose Owners Assoclation, she Pig Garden wosan's Clubd

Pra =

Bopes te nurture asd stizulate the recoguition of this area for 1t poseible

inclusion af & fesignated historical district on the Naticoal Register of
¥istorical Places, Departsent of Iaterior.
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proposed Point of Historical interest

your convenience in showing where the
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C. Description and Appearance

The clubhouse of the Fig Garden Woman's Club of Freano, a
registered Fresmo County Landmark, is located on beautiful tree-
1ined Van Ness Boulevard, the sain north-south street of the
Forkner~Giffen Fig Gardens Tract f#l, a three-2ile square sub-
urban residential area limited to spacious single family homes.
In 1918-1919 the area was divided into one acre home-sites and
streets wore linmed with eucalyptus, oleanders and cedrus deodars.
No stores, shopping centers or other commercial sites mar its
rural atmosphere and charm. There are no sidevalks and curbs,
(See enclosed advertising flyer,)

Set well back from the street, a parking lot for convenience
on the south side and surrounded by trees and shrubs, the
butlding combining usefulness and diganity blends well with the
attractive nelghboring homes. The original Spanish-type facade
(See enclosed photograph) was modified in 19356 when the porch
vas extended across the front of the bullding and four taller
columns in the Reo-Classical style were added to replace the
tvwo original colusns, Matching pilasters were them added, one
on each side of the long porch. (See enclosed photograph.) The
Eclectic style of the building is revealed in the “atripped
classicism™ of Paul Cret (1876-1945) and others popular for
institutional architecture in the 'Thirties' and earlier, 1i.e.
the columns are reduced to square pillars.

Well planned for club activities, the forty foot by eighty-
five foot building has a spaciocus foyer wvith a corner fireplace,
vhich is separated froam the social hall by French doors.. At
the far end of the hall is an elevated stage vwith proscenius
arch and curtains. The building has men's and voesen's rest
rooms, a coffeoe preparation rooca and an up-dated kitchen.

The large kitchen wvas added in 1949 and the "garden rooa™ in
1987, The patio surrounds a large carob tree which vas planted
on the morth side of the building in 1926,

The additions do not alter the appearance of the building as
the kitchen was constructed at the rear of the bullding on
the north side. The garden rooe was added on the north side
also, adjoining the kitchen with French doors opening onto the
patio. The huge carch tree in the patio area, the six-foot
high brick wall across the front of the lot on the morth
vhichextends from the building and has the same set-back and
the tall trees in front obscure these additions to the
rectangular shape of the clubhouse.



1% ) Historical and Architectural Significance.

The Fig Garden Woman's clubhouse stands as a visual sysbol
of an era, the early decades of the Tventieth Century vhen women
throeghout the country established clubs to provide centers
for recreational, educaticmal and civic activities. The building
is also associated with two proainent citizens of Fresmo, J.

C. Forkner, a prominent land developer, who donated the land
vhere it wvas built and also contributed money for the building,
and Ermest Kump, Sr. a classically trained architect who
designed the structure, vhich was bullt in 1926

The clubhouse at 4550 North Van Ness Boulevard is located
in & suburban area of Greater Fresno which has a unique
architectural valwe. A variety of architectural styles of
homes, many of which were built im the 1920's and 30's, include
Colonial Revival, California Ranch, Mediterranean and Norman
French as well as Craftsman-type bungalows and severalof the
International modern style,

John Powell, an architectural historian, states, "I strongly
believe from my years of research that FPig Garden holds manyof
the sost significant works of residential architecture to be
found in this area.”

The landscaping of the ares is also unique and togetherwvith
the architectural style and the age of the homes, forms
a serene, elegant residential area of unusual chars and dignity.
Borace Cotton, & Sam Francisco landscape artist, developed
theoverall Fig Garden landscaping. Some of the most significant
gardens wvere designed by Thomas Church, considered to be the
dean of modern landscape architecture. He is perhaps best kmown
as the landscape architect of the Santa Cruz Caspus of the
University of California, as well as the gardens of the “Sunset
Magazine Coaplex™ in Menlo Park.

Ernest Kump, Sr. one of the twvo prosinent msen associated
wvith the building, designed dozens of schools as well as
hospitals and privatehomes in the southern part of the San
Joaquin Valley. He is best known for design of the Fresno County
Hall of Records in 1935 at Courthouse Park im Fresmo. This
clubdouse wvas the only one of its kind in Fresno at the time
it was built and ome of few in the southerm part of the Valley.

J.C. Porkner, & civic-sinderd local land developer donated
Lot #1%9 the half acre site at 4350 N. Van Ness Boulevard for
the clubbouse and also domated funds for the building. Mr.
Forkner subdivided, irrigated and sold 12,000 acres of
supposedly worthless “"hog wallow™ land after he had succesfully
planted it to Sayrna figs, thus creating the largest fig
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*garden®(orchard) in the world, With Wylie Giffen he developed
the Fig Carden Tracts, more cossonly known as 014 Fig

Garden, a residential area where the clubhouse and the privately

owned fire station are the only non-residential buildings in

the area. In 1969 Roy Ritchcock, publisher of Pacific Fruit

News, paid tribute to Forkner when he wrote: “We believe that

all of California owes a debt of gratitude to J.C. Forkner.

His vision of progress for California and the central San

Joaquin Valley has proven rewarding to all.”

Fig Garden Wosan's Club was founded im 1921 by thirteen
young wvomen who lived in an agriceltural area northvest of
Fresno, Early oa they set lofty goals of serving "Nome and
Community™ through “Social, Civic and Economic Betterment of
the Community.” The mesmbership now stands at 231 and is limited
to 250 members. Presently, meabers ralse funds which
arecostributed to nineteen civic, educational and charitable
organizations and provide scholarships to college-level students.
(See enclosed 1ist of organizations which received contributions
in 199%-M93)

The clubhouse was funded by donations of individuals in
the comsunity, by various businesses, and by fund-raising
entertainsent; and fimally at one time the members packed
figs for the produce market, During Worid war II the clubhouse
opened its doors for vespers and U.5.0, parties for the men
stationed at Camp Pinedale. Club meabers also sponscred a
hospital ward at Hammer Field, The Fig Garden ¥oman's Club
gro-otod Presno's famous Christmas Tree Lane back im the early

Thirties” and today hundreds drive along Van Ness Boulevard
in the Moliday Season and enjoy the bBeautifully lighted trees
and decorations.

The clubhouse vas planned well for club activities and serves
admirably now as it did sixty-eight years ago. The annual budget
for ssintenance is $2,000. and for gardening $1,260.

Mombers are deeply involved in preserving and
paintainingthis beautiful buildimg which vas the caly one of
its kind in Presno County when first built and one of fev in
the southern San Joaquin Valley.
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The County Tree Library

Comnty LA o=

for the Fig Garden Woman's Club clubbouse. The application has been prepared by
thGMWm’smwwthFmCauyM
umanmwmcmmfawmfambym
Fresno County Board of Supervisors Because of your deadlmes, the apphication
does not have a signature. The Board of Supervisors will take action on this

' ubmt.lmmMMMCMﬂMunwl
on March 10, 1994 MWMMthMWMMW
mwlobcdpdbefmwwmoﬂ'm. We expect no problem
wﬂhmvd.mdaaccuednﬁemﬁlbefomadedtoy«bymu.

Ifywhwaympimdw\hwwuommu(M)MBl”a
(209) 488-197) (fax).

Sincerely,

Historic & Advisory Commussion
JKK/em

Enclosure
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County of
-
The County free Library
johw K. Kallenbery
Cwmarey L r o o=
March §, 199
State Historical Resources Commussion
Department of Parks & Recreation
P.O. Box 9428%

Sacramento, CA 942960001
Dear Sir:

Re: Fig Garden Woman's Club
Enclosed please find the onginal Poist of Histoncal Interest form with the signature
of the Chairman of Board of Supervisors. Please add this form to the ongnal
application materials mailed to you on March 4, 1994,

If you have questions, please call me at (209) 488-3185 or (209) 488-1971 (fax).

Sincerely,
=
' & Records ' Commusson
JKK/em

Enclosure
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PARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREA Fag o
e
POINT OF HISTORICAL INTEREST
— = = == —

Fig Carden Voman's Cled

4550 X. Van Ness Boulevard, ltouo._ Ca. 91704

The clubhouse of the Fig Carden Woman's Cled of Freano, & desipaated Fresso County Mistori-
cal Landmark, deserves to be recogeized as & Calilfornla Polnt of Ristorical Interest. Erected
in 1926, 1t 1» one of the fev remainisg Suildings designed by Erneat Kusp, Sr.(1888-19)9),
promisest local architect vho designed dozens of schools in the scuthera part of the San
Joaguia Valley.

The duilding, @ visidle resinder of the public-spirited vomen's cludb sovement of the 1920's
vhen across the nation sany clebhouses were being Bullt, was the only structure of Its kind In
Fresso County when 1t vas dullt and coe of the fev in the Valley, This stately boilding, well-
designed for its purpoae, serves Che organization vell today as it 4id vhen origisally con-

strected.

This structure also provides material evidence of the civic-mindedness of James Clayton
Forkner vho donated the land oo vAlch it sits and contributed mcney toward the bollding.
Fockner wvas the develeoper of 12,000 acres of fig orchards northwest of Fresno, the largest
fig orchard in the world, and also of the Forkmer-Giffen Tract #1, the wnigee residential
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THES POINT OF MISTORICAL INTEREST IS NOT A CALIFORNIA
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County of Agenda Item

~——FRESNU

DATE: March 8, 1994

TO: Board of Supervisors
FROM:  Randy McFarfand, Chairman MeSalland
Histonc Landmarks & Records Adw 550 e
SUBJECT: Recommend the Clubhouse of the Fig Garden Woman's Club as a Posnt
of Califormia Histonc [merest
RECOMMENDED ACTION

That your Board recommend to the Cabiforma Histoncal Resources Commission
that the clubhouse of the Fig Garden Woman's Club be listed as a Poant of Histone
Lo Interest for the State of Califorma.

RISCUSSION

The Fig Garden Woman's Club of Fresno has prepared an application for subenittal
1o the State of Califormia 1o desagnate its chubbouse at 4550 N. Van Ness Bivd. as a
Pomnt of Histoncal Interest. The clubhouse has been designated as a Fresno County
Histone Landmark. The bukding was erected in 1926 and is one of the few
remaning bulldings designed by Emest Kump, Sr., a promanent local archstect who
designed dozens of schools i the southern part of the San Joaguin Valley. The
building is a visible remunder of the Woman's Club spint of the 1920°s, when across
the nation many clubbouses were bemng buslt. The structure also provides the
matenal evidence of the civic-sundedness of James Clavton Forkner who donated
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DATE: March 8, 1994
Page 2

the land on which it ssts and contributed money toward its construction. Mr.
Forkner was the developer of 12,000 acres of fig orchards northwest of Fresno, the
largest fig orchard m the world, and also of the Forkner-Giffen Tract #1, the unique
residential area where the building is located.

The Fresno County Histone Landmarks & Records Advisory Comemission s aware
of the application, but has not yet reviewed the fill application. This item 1s coming
to your Board in advance of the March 10, 1994, mecting due to deadlines of the
State of California Histonc Resources Commissson. For thas item to appear on the
May meeting of that Commussson, the filing must occur sixty days in advance. The
Hastonic Landmarks & Records Advisory Commissson will recerve a report on the
status of this application at its March 10th meeting Members of the Commussion
were most interested in seemng this item placed on the state list at the time it was last
discussed in November 1993,

RM/JKK/em




June 24, 1994

Mrs. Valerie D.

Fig Garden ¥esan’s Clud
1566 West Browning Avenue
Fresno, CA %3711

Dear Mrs. Comegys:

The State Historical Resources Commission, meeting in
regular session on May 19, 1994, in Sacramento, recommended
your application for the registration of the following California
Point of Historical Interest:

FRE-013 FIC GARDEN WOMAN'S CLUD

In order to obtain an enamel directional sign for your newly
designated Point, you should contact the district office of the
Departsent of Transportation (Caltrans) im which You are located.
This directiomal sign is provided free of charge.

Thank you for your continued interest in California‘’s
cultural resources.




March 31, 1994,

MF to the Yebruary 28, 1994 a?pucauoa for Point of
Historical Interest for rig Garden Woman's Club, Fresno,

The Fig Garden Woman's Cludb, founded in 1921 by thirteen young
vomen who lived in an agricultural aresa northwest of Fresno,
chose as their objective: service to "Home and Community” by
ooougbouoq to the “"Social, Civic and Economic Welfare of owr
City. .

By 1926 the members had achieved their goal of building a clud
house on the land domated by Mr. J.C. FPorkner, a public spirited
land developer and promoter of the Fig Garden area. by 1936
the building was debt-free. Alsc in 1936 the club had becose
& sesbor of the Ceneral Federation of Women's Clubs.

CIVIC, SOCIAL AND CHARITADLE CONTRIBUTIONS

Christeas Tree Lane,

Ome of the majoraccomplishments of club members wvas promoting
"Christsas Tree Lane,” a beautiful event where for two woeks
each holiday season thousands of people view an avenue of two
miles of brilliantly lighted deodars and front yard displays.
Nrs. N, H. Winning, ome of the founding meambers, had been
decorating a deodarus cedar in fromt of her home om Van Noss
Boulevard in the 1920's for several years in memory of a young
son wvho had drowned, iIn 1928 club sesbers asked residents along
the boulevard each to light one tree. That Christmas there
were ten l1ighted troes, and the idea caught on.,

The actual Christmas Tree Lane came into existence in
1931, Mrs. H.D. Bartlett, a founding mesber who served as
president from 1930 to 1932 persuaded the County Board of
Supervisors to sponsor the project., That year thirty-one trees
vere lighted. Many of the original FPorkner trees resain today
along the 12% foot wide boulevard.The Chasber of Comserce took
over the project in 1950, Im 1957.19%8 the club distributed
10,000 coples of a leaflet telling the story of Christsas Tree
Lane.

American Red Cross.

In 1940 the club house was used to store Red Cross suppliesn.
(Also see below,)

Helping 9ur country at war,

During World War II the club opened its doors for Vesper services
three nights a week and on Sundays for service men. Since Camp



-
.

Pinedale had no recreaticsal facilities, the club sponsored
a progras and enlisted commsunity support to open a tesporary
U.5.0, and opened for dancing twe nights & week until a
recreation room was bullt at the base.

The club sponsored a hospital ward at Hammer FPield.

At this tise the club aided in furnishing a room for the YNCA
and completed a room for service women at the Youth Censter.

When the local Veteran's Administration NMospital was finished
in March 1950, cludb members volunteered to staff the main office
of the Red Cross situated in this building.

During the 1960's donations were made to the American Red Cross
for packages for our service men soerving inm Vietnas,

Mesbers currently provide programs at the Veteran's Hospital.

2.5, Forkner Mesorial Park.

The cleb in cooperation with the County landscaped the triangular
area at Van Ness Boulevard, and Shav and Pals Avenues for a
small park. Named for "J. C. Porkper -- Pilomeoer Developer of
the Fig Gardens,™ it was dedicated on May 11, 1962, °

Mr. Forkmer acknowledged the tribute by telegram from Montana
vhere he and Mrs, Forkner were visiting, MHis children and some
of their children were on hand during the ceresony to hear
leading citizens of PFresmo extol the virtues of the man who
had done 80 much to make his comsunity a better place to live
in and do business,.

Donations in the 60's and 70's,

$1,000. to the new Convention Center.

$1,500, to the Coronary Care Unit of Community Bospital.
$1,500, to the new St. Agnes Hoapital.

§ 550, to the rig Garden Library.

Other Activities.

In 1975 the club became a sustaining sesber of the Fresno County
Historical Soclety, and mesbership has been contineous since
then,

In 1980 the club recommended that a public school be nased for
J.C. FPorknmer--which was accomplished when an elementary school
in northwvest Fresno wvas nased for his,

Currently the Fig Carden Woman's Club contributes to twenty
cultural and charitable organizations and grants several




scholarships to college~level students.

Submitted by,

Valerie D, Comegys
1566 W, Browning Avenue

Fresmo, California 93711.
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County of s Agenda Item
DATE: August 22, 1995
T0: Board of Supervisors v
FROM: Richard D. Welton, m:-ccorcfw"ﬂ")-%_
Public Works & Development Services Department
SUAJECT: HISTORICAL MARKER SIGN FOR FIG GARDEN WOMAN'S CLUD

Adopt resclution authori .mmm-‘gazm
southeast corner of Palm Shaw Avenues for the Garden
Woman's Club. .

FISOAL DMEMCT.

‘nmummto:uxg.cut. The Fig Garden Woman's Club will
pay for the cost of sign and its installation.

The Fig Garden Woman's located at 4550 Van Ness Boulevard has been
5 Gesi a Point of Historical Interest the California Office
of c Preservation, Department of and Recreaticon.

mmmmv.a&mwmmwpua.

comer of Falm and Averues. The Califormia of
Transportation Sign ficactions and Quidelines for use of the
"Point of Historical * (G1S) marker indicate installaticn
shall be authorized by the local authorities.

The Rublic Works & Development Services does not have a
mz«mxmmamz«x . All costs for the

.gn-ﬂlummicnmhmbymnqm
Woman's Club,

o \rhmise et e vmmtar gl
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County of
—==ERESNW :
> Public Works & Development Services Department
May 18, 1935 Pile.  Special Blgee Bchand O Weton

tatue .
Valerie
1566 W. m:?
Freanco, CA 93711

Dear Ms. Comagys:
SURJECT : HISTORICAL MARKER SIGN FOR FIG GARDEN WOMEN'S CLUB

Enclosed for your information are ies of California Department of

'rnn-gruucn (CalTrans) sign specifications and guidelines for use for
the "Point of Historical Interest® (G15) sign.

The gquidelines for use indicate that the may be placed when
requested by local authorities, which in case is the Board of

" The Board must request or approve the installation before
we will issue an encroachment permit. Please contact your Board
repregsentative, Supervisor Sharon Levy, to discuss how this could be

accoaplished,
1f obtain Board agproval, your zation ly to Fred
- Hi of this office for an pulu:-{o 4 the sign at

Forkner Park at the southeast corner of Palm and Shaw. He can be
reached at (209)453-5107.

Although Forkner Park is ocwned by the County, it is maintained by the
owners of the at 777 W. Shaw Avernse. The current owner is
Ronald Sawl, 1476 ¥. Shaw Averue, Fresno, CA 93711. As a courtesy,
be should be consulted regarding your plans to place a sign there.

The functicn of the Maintenance & tions Division is to provide
craffic control signs; the County not have a program to install
higtorical markers, Therefore, the County is not able to provide either
the sign or its installation; all costs must be borme by your

crganization.

¢

gmmu‘gxh al i tngxgiy involvement is required. Amy
] ternative, not .
gigns placed in the City right-of-way will re&nn Ci
1. EBEnclosed is a map identifying the ty/County boundary in
8 area and suggested sign locations.

g
A




R Valerie

18, 1995
Page Tvo
As the G15 sign is a standardized California of
Transportation sign, may be able to obtain it through local s
construction companies special in traffic s .
ordering the s , be sure to specify the ion of the arrow.

If you have any further questions, please call me at (209) 453-5140.

Very truly yours,

Robert Shonkwiler, Division
Maintenance & Operations Di

bren Gorman
rn Gormen,

R LOies
@ \rdmalat\ traf f1c\gorman \hletmars LLr

¢: Supervisor Sharon , District 2
Fred Hickman, Permit
Enclosure
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Donner Pass

POLICY

ADVANCE HISTORICAL LANDMARK SIGN

The ADVANCE MISTORICAL LANDMASK sign (G54) should be
used o advence of 8 mgistered Nelorcal wndmark monument
or plague within or adjscent 1o the right of way.

The sign should be placed 500 feet 1o 1,500 feet In advance
of T landmark of monument on the right, depending on the
oprTach apeed of treffe

See MSTOMCAL LANDMARK signs (G131, G13-2) for adal-
voral nlormaton

POINT OF HISTORICAL INTEREST SIGN

The POINT OF MISTORICAL INTEREST sign (ON5) may e

used 15 direct D public 10 & Natorioal point of Indersst Bhat
has Deen mghternd with e Offce of Hislerie Preservation,

Desartment of Parks end Recrestion
The sign may De waad on the Hght on city streets of Conven-
thonal rursl hughweys. The sign shad not be caed on tesewsys

The sign la placed when mauested by local suthorities.

MOUNTAIN PASS ELEVATION SIGN

The MOUNTAIN PASS ELEVATION sign (G1E) may be used o
e Semmit 10 Indorm The pubSc of 8§ MOUNAIN Dass name and
elevetion

The 4ign sh0nid be placed tacing refic in each drection on
the right. The following lemer sizes shall De used:
o 2°UC o 87 LC ettens — B° capn

On fweweys and e eisways
* 4" Serles D wen

On o ofer Nghweys.

ELEVATION SIGN

The ELEVATION ____ FT sign (G17) may Be usad o infoem
motorts of changes n slevation. Feet will be shown n
multighes of 1000 sbove sea level, and multiphes of 100 fest
1or slevations below ses level

The sign should be pleced 1acing traffic in sach Sirecton on
D fght, .

The following letier siees shall be wes
* 0" capital — B capitd

On treswayy and srprostwiys
o 4" capital ~ §" capital

O all othet hgheays
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Ste of Catlornia . The Resaurins 5 =01 SETE R TS Sooe

CEPAATMENT OF PARLS AND LR
Cew
POINT OF HISTORICAL INTEREST
e —
: Fig Carden Voman's Clebd

U o

4550 N. Van Ness Joulevard, l’uu_o. Ca. 91704

The clubhouse of the Fig Carden Soman's Cleb of Fresno, » desigeated Fresno County Wistori-
cal Lasdmark, deserves to be recognized as a California Poist of Mistorical Interest. Erected
in 1926, 1t is one of the fev resaining bulldings denigeed by Erneat Kesmp, Se.(1888-1939), »
prominent local architect vho designed dozens of schools in the southera part of the San

Josquin Valley.

The bullding, & visible resisder of the pudlic-spirited vomen's cled movement of the 1920's
vhen across the nation many clubhouses vere belng Bullt, vas the oaly structute of its kind in
Fresao County when It was built and ome of the few in the Valley., This stately building, well-
designed for its purpose, serves the organization wvell todsy as It did vhen originally con~

structed,

This strecture also grovides material evidence of the civic-sindedsess of James Clayton
Forkner vho donated the land on vhich It mits and contributed money toward the building.
Forkner was the developer of 12,000 acres of [ig orchards sorthweat of Fresno, the largest
{ig orchard (o the wvorld, aad also of the Forkner-Giffen Tract #1, the unigue residential

Arsa sbhere the bulldisa is located

Ya6 071 -1 ¥

Assansory Parcel Number
THIS POINT OF MISTORICAL INTEREST 1S NOT A CALIFORNIA
REGISTEALD NISTORICAL LANDMARK

. JOMMENDED. on RECOMMENOED:
TEETTTIESRON Y TR es. T O NN O G Wi DOANTS 0RO mamwmne

W OF S A
[ Date:
— —— — —— 4

. APPROVID:

AND
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PLEASE USE TYPEWRITER. OBTAIN APPROPRIATE SIGNATURES. TRANSMIT AN ORIGINAL TO:

DFRL 14T e 1080

STATE HISTORICAL RESOUACES COMMISSION
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION
POST OFFICE DOX 942898

SACRAMENTO, CA 84296-0001




